
 

 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF EAST HERTFORDSHIRE 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Disclaimer of Opinion  
 
We were engaged to audit the financial statements of East Hertfordshire District Council (‘the 
Council’) for the year ended 31 March 2023. The financial statements comprise the: 
 

• Council and Group Movement in Reserves Statement, 

• Council and Group Comprehensive Income and Expenditure Statement, 

• Council and Group Balance Sheet, 

• Council and Group Cash Flow Statement, 

• the related Council notes 1 to 37 and Group notes 1 to 4, including material accounting 
policy information, 

• Collection Fund and the related notes 1 to 4. 
 
The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and 
the CIPFA/LASAAC Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom 
2022/23, as amended by the Update to the Code and Specifications for Future Codes for 
Infrastructure Assets (November 2022).  
 
We do not express an opinion on the accompanying financial statements of the Group and the 
Council. Because of the significance of the matter described in the basis for disclaimer of opinion 
section of our report, we have not been able to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to 
provide a basis for an audit opinion on these financial statements. 
 
Basis for disclaimer of opinion 
 
The Accounts and Audit (Amendment) Regulations 2024 (Statutory Instrument 2024/907) 
which came into force on 30 September 2024 requires the accountability statements for this 
financial year to be approved not later than 13 December 2024. 
 
The audit of the 2021/22 financial statements for East Hertfordshire District Council was not 
completed for the reasons set out in our opinion on those financial statements dated 23 April 
2025. As a result of the delays to the previous year’s audit together with the wider requirements 
of the local audit system reset, we did not have the required resources available to complete the 
detailed audit procedures that would be needed to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence 
to issue an unmodified audit report on the 2022/23 financial statements before the 13 December 
2024 backstop date. 
 
In addition, the Council did not publish their draft 2022/23 Statement of Accounts until the 
6 November, which was significantly after the statutory publication deadline of 31 May 2023, and 
the period for the public inspection of the accounts did not conclude until 18 December 2024. 
 
These issues are referred to in the significant weaknesses in arrangements section of our report. 
 
Therefore, we are disclaiming our opinion on the financial statements. 
 
Matters on which we report by exception 
 
Notwithstanding our disclaimer of opinion on the financial statements we have nothing to report in 
respect of whether the Annual Governance Statement is misleading or inconsistent with other 
information forthcoming from the audit, performed subject to the pervasive limitation described 
above, or our knowledge of the Group and the Council. 
 
 



We report to you if: 

• we issue a report in the public interest under Schedule 7 (1) of section 24 of the Local 
Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (as amended); 

• we make an application to the court for a declaration that an item of account is contrary 
to law under Section 28 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (as amended) 

• we issue an advisory notice under Section 29 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 
2014 (as amended); and/or 

• we make an application for judicial review under Section 31 of the Local Audit and  
Accountability Act 2014 (as amended). 

 
We have nothing to report in these respects. 
 
We report to you if we are not satisfied that the Council has put in place proper arrangements to 
secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources for the year ended 31 March 
2023. We are making written recommendations to the Council under Section 24, Schedule 7 (2) 
of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (as amended). We may designate any audit 
recommendation as one that requires the Council to consider it at a public meeting and to decide 
what action to take in response. 
 
 
Report on the Council’s proper arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and 
effectiveness in the use of resources 
 
 
On the basis of our work, having regard to the Code of Audit Practice 2024 and the guidance 
issued by the Comptroller and Auditor General in November 2024, we have identified the 
following significant weaknesses in the Council’s arrangements for the year ended 31 March 
2023. 
 
 
Significant weaknesses in arrangements   
 
Our judgement on the nature of the weaknesses identified: 
 
The Council did not publish its 2022/23 draft financial statements by 31 May 2023 as required by 
the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. The unaudited financial statements were published on 
6 November 2023.  This is the second year the publication date has not been met. The draft 
accounts, when published, were not appropriately certified by the Section 151 Officer and were 
not published alongside an Annual Governance Statement. 
 
In addition, the Council was unable to adequately support the external audit process. Capacity 
issues within the finance team and weaknesses in quality control related to audit evidence led to 
delays in receipt of information to support the audit and that information, when provided, being of 
inadequate quality. These issues were also experienced during the 2021/22 audit process which 
was not completed until March 2024. 
 
We note that the 2023/24 draft financial statements were not published by the statutory deadline 
of 31 May 2024. 
 
The evidence on which our view is based:   

 

• Publication date of the 2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24 draft financial statements 

• The Council has not been able to provide timely, sufficient and appropriate audit evidence to 
support the external audit  








